8X8S.250PA 
December 18, 2000 


Abstract 


The present invention is directed to the integration of communications systems 
using an IP-telephony interface circuit arrangement. In one embodiment, the interface 
arrangement includes a plurality of audio-endpoint devices adapted to process audio 
5 information coupled to respective audio channels, and a data gateway circuit including 
multiple circuit paths coupled to the respective audio channels. The multiple circuit 
paths couple to an interface circuit adapted to convert audio information between a first 
audio-channel format and a second IP-data format, and the data gateway circuit is 
coupled with a first interface for communicatively coupling the audio information in the 
10 second IP-data format to an IP communications link and with a second interface for 

communicatively coupling the audio information in the first audio-channel format to the 
plurality of audio-endpoint devices. In this manner, conventional and IP 
communications are effectively enabled to operate and communicate together. 
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